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     A new year is upon us, fellow modelers. I think 
it’s going to be a fantastic year for the modeling community. 
  We had a marvelous holiday party at our December 
meeting. Wrapped kits were exchanged, kits and other 
goodies were raffled off, and mass quantities of pizza were 
consumed. It turns out that 16 large pizzas is the right 
number for our crowd, and Luke was happy to finish off the 
few remaining slices of black olive and onion. Thanks to the 
Dracut House of Pizza for providing the meal, and thanks to 
the club members who brought plates and utensils, chips, 
and desserts.  
  On Sunday, December 10, Tim Rhine, Joe Baril, his friend 
Rose, and I cruised off to Bill Murphy’s storage unit to 
scope out his kit collection. We met Bill’s brother Jim there. 
We expected to take only a quick inventory, but ended up 
moving about 40 boxes to our old storage unit. There were 
many sealed kits, lots of built-ups, magazines, tools, and 
other items. Tim and Art will inventory the kits and then we 
will sell or auction them at club meetings in 2024. Special 
thanks to Tim for doing all the heavy lifting. 
  We fixed the 2024 club dues at $45 and will start pestering 
people for payment in January. I’m sorry to say that I won’t 
be at the January meeting, but I’m not sorry to say that I’ll 
be lying on the beach sipping rum drinks and doing nothing 
important. Don’t forget to get a new club membership card 
when you pay your dues. 
  The last few meetings saw an increase in the number of 
models on display for show ‘n’ tell. Thanks to everyone for 
heeding Tim’s call for more models. I brought a few older 
builds that some newer members hadn’t seen. This is a lot of 
fun and I recommend it to others. We love to see your old 
builds. Even though this is a car model club, we welcome 
other types of models and even items from other hobbies. 
  After the usual project hopping, I’ve settled on the Revell 
’72 Olds Cutlass Supreme Custom. I really wanted to build 
a convertible. I’m using the hood from the ’71 Olds, with its 
two sexy scoops. Some mild fender reshaping was done. 
After some serious frame hacking, I can shoehorn in the 
Ford GT500 Predator engine from Iceman Collections. It is 
an excellent 3D-printed engine. Color is to be determined; 
I’m experimenting with various orange colors over-sprayed 
with transparent red. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  I hope everyone has the best possible 2024, with abundant 
happiness and health. The political realm is going to be 
absurd, but we always have our hobby and our friendships to 
keep us sane. Paul 

  Hello fellow members. 2023 has seemed to fly by 
as it feels like only yesterday I was writing this about 2022. 
  2023 was a fun year in the hobby. The show season started 
with DowneastCon and ended with BayCon. Many won an 
award and some won a bunch of awards and we all had a lot 
of laughs at the shows. Classic Plastic is always well 
represented at these local shows. Congratulations to all who 
took home hardware in 2023. I still believe we have the best 
model builders in the country! 
 All involved put on another phenomenal Classic Plastic 
model show. The hard work and all the planning made it (in 
my mind) the best show of the year. I’m already excited for 
the 2024 show. 
 There were also a bunch of great new kits that came out this 
year. The Revell ‘71 Mustang was one that everyone was 
excitedly waiting for, as well as the Revell ‘71 Olds 442, just 
to name a few off the top of my head. I’m hoping the rumors 
we hear about 2024 kit releases are true. If yes, there will be 
even more exciting kits to come  
  Sadly I have to say we lost another great club member this 
year with the sudden passing of Bill Murphy just before our 
show. It just is not the same without his kind, friendly voice at 
our meetings. He is deeply missed by all. Now he is at a club 
meeting in heaven with all our other lost members. 
 My favorite experience from this year was the first Saturday 
of each month which I got to spend with friends talking about 
the hobby we love. 
  A huge “thank you” goes out to all club members for your 
generous donations to the toy drive throughout 2023. It was a 
huge success again this year. It is a great tradition started by 
Joe and Tammy Baril and we appreciated all they do for local 
disadvantaged kids. We have a nice head start for the 2024 toy 
drive but there is still a long way to go in 2024.  
  Thank you, too, to all the members who donate kits to the 
monthly raffle as it makes a huge difference. Congratulations 
to all the meeting raffle winners throughout the year, too. 
  Just some of the thoughts I have about 2023…and here’s 
hoping 2024 will be just as fabulous of a year, an awesome 
safe holiday and fantastic New Year.  
See you all in 2024, be safe…Tim 

A New Year 
By Club President Paul Anagnostopoulos   
   

        

2023; the year in review 
By Tim Rhine 
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  The 2023 Baycon show was held on November 5th at a 
new location, the Franklin (MA) Elks. You may remember 
that last year they held their show on the same day as the 
Classic Plastic show.  They have also moved their location 
around as they had held it in Rhode Island for some years. 
  The new location was good for us, as we are only about 30 
minutes away, but the facility was a little ‘tight’. All the 
models were located in the main room along with the 
kitchen, so folks were waiting in line for food right at the 
models.   
  They had a good turnout for model entries. Their vendors 
were in the smaller room and it was quite crowded in there. 
We saw a lot of selling going on so they did well. 
  Linda and I both attended and we met Pat Wilkins there as 
well. I don’t think there was anyone else attending from the 
club. All three of us did well and won awards. There were 
some great models on display. Charlie Rowley was there 
with his awesome models, which is always a treat. We met 
a lot of interesting and friendly modelers. 
  It was a great time and we'd encourage everyone to attend 
next year if they are able. 
Ru and Linda 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BayCon show review 
By Linda Follensbee and 

Ru Crummett 
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all.    
  On Saturday December 2nd 2023 we held our annual holiday 
party. It was a fun day. There was very little club business to 
talk about but we did that quick and let the fun begin. 
  We had a great turnout with 35 members in attendance, some 
of whom we only see a few times a year and it’s always good 
to see them. Paul A (a.k.a. the Prez) ordered 16 pizzas and a 
bunch of members brought in assorted desserts. The spread 
was full and good!  
  The tradition of the Yankee Swap was super fun this year 
and we had 23 or 24 members participate. All awesome kits 
were given out and some swaps were made. Happy model 
building to you all. If you didn't participate in the swap this 
year plan on it next year as it is a lot of fun  
  We did the monthly raffle and Santa gave out some extra 
tickets. After everyone had eaten until they had full large 
Santa bellies we just talked about models for the rest of the 
afternoon. We even shared the pizza with the two bartenders.  
  Thank you to everyone who attended and an extra thank you 
to all who brought in a dessert.  
Have a happy and safe holiday. Until 2024…Be safe, Tim 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Party 2023 
By Tim Rhine 
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 Hello fellow builders. This October 15th show was 
the last show of the 2023 that I could make it to (there was 
one more, BayCon 2023). 
  Mac Johnston and all the guys and gals of the Granite 
State Modelers club worked really hard to make it a great 
show…and they accomplished what they set out to do.  
  They had lost the location they had used for many years so 
they needed to find a new home for their annual show. That 
new location was the Weare NH Middle School and the 
Town of Weare even helped promote the show.  
  Show turnout was fantastic, a ‘ton’ of parking and a food 
truck that I was told was very good. A few of us Classic 
Plastic members attending opted to go down the street to a 
pizza shop for lunch.  
  On to the show. Their tables were full and anything you 
can think of was entered there. Builders came from all over 
the world, bringing many outstanding builds. 
  Show vendors were OK as it is an IPMS show so you 
expect not much in the way of automotive stuff for sale, but 
you know that going in so it’s not a big deal. 
  Classic Plastic was well represented, as always, with these 
members (awards won) attending: Jason Hanscom (1),  
Linda Follensbee and Ru Crummett (5), Mike ‘Doc’ 
Freitas, Tim Rhine (4), Mac Johnston (2), Mike Woods, 
Dave Perkins (2), Paul Paradis (3), Pat Wilkins (1) award 
(Pat also helped with their automotive classes judging), 
Moto Maguire, Guil Rosa (2) and Joe Baril. 
  To me it was a much smoother show than last year with 
respect to the judging. I heard no complaints. 
  It was another fantastic show put on by the Granite State 
Modelers and I’d like to thank them for all their hard work. 
I'm already looking forward to their show for next year.   
  Here are some pictures to enjoy from the show. 
Until the next show, happy building and be safe. 
Tim 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GraniteCon 2023 show review 
By Tim Rhine 
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GraniteCon pictures continue on page 6 
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GraniteCon pictures continued from page 5 
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  The Fulton show is always held the Sunday before 
Thanksgiving along the Great Lakes in Fulton, NY.   
  Weather is always an issue, but this year the forecast 
promised no snow so Linda and I took the 300 mile ride.   
 The show was great. They hold it in a Firehouse. Models 
are shown in the cafeteria. The Fire Dept. handled the food, 
all of which was very good. Vendors are set up in the 
attached garage where two fire trucks are usually parked.  
That gives you an idea that there is a BIG room for vendors, 
and there were quite a few.  There were some very good 
sales to be had. The ladies from Detail Master were there 
and had lots of goodies for sale. 
  This show caters to large trucks, but has all kinds of cars 
as well. The models on the tables were amazing including a 
scratch built school bus that won best of show. This bus 
looked like someone had taken a full size one and scaled it 
down to 1/25 scale.   
  There is an amazing builder from Canada named Robert. 
He has a YouTube channel and what he builds is never out 
of the box. Several of his amazing trucks were there as well. 
We met several other people with YouTube channels, too.  
  It was a fun day, although too short (always). There were a 
lot of deals to be had and a lot of good modeling talk. 
  If you can, you should consider making the trek next year.  
Linda & Ru  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fulton NY show review 
By Linda Follensbee 

and Ru Crummett 
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Guess who we ran into: 
  Long distance (Albertville AL) club members Barbara and 
Ken Denza ran into former club member Alex Melnychuk 
at the 2023 SCMA Model Show in Charleston SC on 
October 14th. Alex is a tremendous modeler and his talent 
and effort were rewarded by winning the Best of the Best 
award at the show. Congratulations Alex! 
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  Hello generous club members! My dad and I 
once again had the privilege of shopping for this year’s 
toy donation. The shopping limit was set at $2000 this 
year. It was my personal mission to purchase as many 
toys as possible with the money so that your donations 
could reach as many families as possible. I started the 
toy shopping early when I noticed a great sale at Target 
online for 18” Fashion Dolls. These are very popular 
with little girls (think affordable versions of the 
American Girl dolls). I purchased four dolls at a cost of 
$75.49. This was a savings of almost $40! Don’t you 
just love a bargain?  I do! 
  Dad and I headed to Target for our first in store 
shopping trip. It was a very successful trip! As we 
shopped, I scanned the items on the Target app and 
discovered most of the toys were cheaper online 
compared to in the store. When we got to the register to 
check out, I explained to the cashier that we were 
shopping for a toy donation and I would like to price 
adjust the toys to the online price as she rang in each 
item. The cashier, Kenna, was amazing! She loved what 
we were doing and let me scan each item after her and 
adjusted the price for almost every single item. Some 
items were more than half off online compared to the 
store price. I used my Target card so that saved us an 
extra 5% off the total. We ended up spending $740 this 
trip. 
  For our next shopping trip, Dad and I headed to Wal-
Mart. As we walked through the store with the 
overflowing carriages, some employees would 
comment on the amount of items. I would let them 
know about the donation and they thought it was 
wonderful. Unfortunately, our cashier didn’t seem as 
enthusiastic. Despite the grumpy cashier, it was a 
productive and successful trip. We purchased another 
$740 worth of toys. I used my Wal-Mart credit card 
which pays cash back on purchases. I applied the cash 
back credit to the purchase, lowering the cost to the 
club. The next day, my dad spotted a great deal on 20” 
bikes while at another Wal-Mart. The bikes were $58 
each. Dad left the store with two bikes. One bike was 
purchased from the club donation money and the other 
bike was purchased and donated by Dad’s sister, 
Brenda, and his girlfriend, Rose.  
  Even though I had priced adjusted the toys at the 
register at Target, I continued to monitor for sales on the 
items we had already purchased. I went back a few times 
for additional price adjustments. You may not know this 

but Target’s Black Friday sales actually start online on 
Thanksgiving. After stuffing myself with turkey, I placed 
an online order. I found some excellent deals. Some of 
the items we had already purchased were even cheaper 
but you cannot price adjust to a black Friday deal. As a 
work around, I purchased the sale items again at the 
lower price and then later returned the original purchase 
at the higher price. For example, we had purchased a toy 
set for $24.99 and the Black Friday price was $9.99. The 
$15 savings allowed us to purchase an additional toy for 
another child.  
  On November 27th, Dad and I ventured out to Target 
again to complete the shopping.  I found some amazing 
deals online again. When it was time to go checkout, the 
same cashier (Kenna) from our first trip was working 
again. She had remembered us and once again allowed 
me to scan and price-adjust each item as she scanned it. 
She commented what a great thing it is we are doing and 
she was happy to help. John Davison had three Lego sets 
that he wanted to donate to the toy donation, so he met 
up with us while we were at Target. 
  On Saturday, December 2nd, Dad and I met Tim, Paul, 
and Eddie at the storage unit to pick up the toys. Eddie 
came with three additional toys to add to the donation.  I 
had added five additional toys as well. Once we loaded 
all the toys and the bikes into the cars, we headed to the 
Tewksbury Fire Department to meet up with David 
Smith from Toys for Local Children. David was very 
happy to receive the club’s donation of 176 toys and two 
bikes. We spent a little under $2000 but the value of the 
items donated was $3000! David is very appreciative of 
the club’s efforts and support over the years. 
  Thank you all for your generous donations that make 
this possible. Your donations make a difference in the 
lives of many children who otherwise may not get to 
experience the joys of the season. It may seem like a lot 
of work trying to get the best deals, but it is also very 
rewarding and the highlight of my holiday season.  
Thank you for allowing me the privilege of shopping for 
this great cause. Dad and I would like to wish you a 
wonderful holiday and a happy and healthy new year! 

 

2023 CPMC Toy Drive Wrap Up 
By Tammy Baril 
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Toy Drive pictures continue on Page 12 
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Toy Drive pictures continued from Page 11 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


